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Numismagram Newsletter #89 (1/2023) 


The festive season is now drawing to a close, with the New Year having just been rung in. 
As such, we are back with our first upload of 2023—a group composed of 14 art and 
historical medals, along with one item that trumps our normal offerings. Getting things 

started off is this New Year’s-themed silver medal from the previous turn of the century, 
featuring a sphinx on one side and a Neoclassical representation of the passage of time 
on the other... 
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We have had similar medals in the past, along with one currently on our site, but the 

piece above is by far a less seldom seen type—issued in a slightly smaller module and 

with an obverse legend that seemingly points toward a celebrating of the ushering in of 
1901 rather than 1900. 


With the holiday recess coming to an end and students returning to school, it seems like 
an appropriate time to highlight this scholastic-related silver award medal from 
Switzerland... 


Issued for the canton of Bern in the early 19th century, this glistening gem offers 
immense brilliance and great pullaway toning, with the gardener acting as an allegory for 
diligence. 


Turning to the Vatican, Pope Emeritus Benedictus XVI passed away on the final day of 
2022, ending the period of two popes after nearly a decade (given his resignation in 2013 
and the election of Franciscus). Here is a silver medal from the reign of Pope Leo XIII 
celebrating the founding of the Collegio Leoniano in Anagni—a small town that has 
become known as the “city of the popes,” as it produced three different pontiffs... 
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If you enjoy large and highly interesting, high grade medals, check out these stunners, 
like a portrait medal of Albert Einstein on the occasion of his death... 


...a glossy gem medal from 1900 struck for the marriage of the crown prince of Japan 
(later the Taish6 emperor)... 
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...and a lustrous and flashy award medal from the 1862 world’s exposition in South 
Kensington, London... 


% iE ONOB I Siam 


Lastly, | mentioned something that trumps our usual offerings, and it is this... 
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This mid-18th century Jack of Diamonds playing card from Paris is part of an interesting 
group of “repurposed” playing cards that had a history in the French colonial and early 
post-colonial period of New France, or Canada. Due to various shortages of coinage in 
the colony, an expedient solution was utilized in the form of the ubiquitous, and rather 

durable, playing card. This particular piece makes reference to the “de la Rue de Monfey” 
family, with notes on the family’s coat-of-arms—a way to remember the person involved 
in the “IOU.” 


For all of this upload’s 14 new items, click here or on the banner art at the top of the 
page. Meanwhile, we'll be back again later this month with another great selection of art 
and historical medals. 
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